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mr. gene roberts 
national editor 
the new york times 
229 W 43 et., 
new york, n,y. 10056 

doar mr* roberts, 

alLi 03 t losing a thumb yesterday one-hands nea, bonce problems, including with caps. 

after reading fred graham's story this morning, i tried to call bin, your Washington 
office opens late Sundays, i phoned you, not expecting you in but asking a patch through 
o» leave word, the dosk said it vouldpfcone you at home with my request that you phone 
back, that in my opinion this was important, i reaaainod at the phone save for 20 minutes 
beginning at 4 p.m. long before having tc leave briefly i reached you w&drLngton of x ice 
an left similar message for fred, not ro turned* 

the importance i see in this as it relates to the two of you an what has become the 
institution you servo lies in your collective integrity. I opoke to fred throe times 
before ho wrote ids oiece and did everytliing i honorably could to encourage him to not 
again bccoue a utensil for th expectoration oh dishonest government, if i do not attribute 
this intent to him and you - on I DO NOT - ibtont and reality do not coincide, it requires 

flnTvobi y less ncumon than you both have to recognise! tlie inherent impossibility of 
what you played straight, with no questioning and in what is a clear departure from norm, 
not se.king an independent other side freely and openly available from me. the result is 
that judging from the saturation radio treatment i , v© heard, you have al* uocciuc apoxogiete 
for Gvil an falsehood, pert of an enormous propaganda campaign, an i repeat and emphasize 
this is separate ftom intent, ihtont is irrelevant, reality is. 

the omnipresent error is not all attributed to lattimoro, nor can it be. cut there is 
serious error that cannot but hurt those already victims and protects th-jse guilty oi 
abdication of high resposibility. had graham chocked with me, as i asked him, that he 
could have avoided and those who in tlie future will imve to write about this and you 
will not havo to ponder motive* they will bo blinded by what you did. tliis, really, is 

all that counts. 

it is not only because of discomfort that i h^d tried to avoid writing you. i ?iad 
no desire to make a record that, inevitably, will persist and cannot possibly uo iou any 
credit, i serve no constructive purpose in hurting anyone, and os best i can i sack to 
avoid what may do so. but i also have responsibilities, i have assumed them to the point 
of personal ruin, and i cannot be silent in the faoe of the most r cent in a long scries 
of discreditable and naked sycophanoieB by various parts of the times, oil inconsistent 
with normal journalistic practise. 

i aa aware of you early efforts - nit pardon the bluntness, reportorial failures - 
in dallaa. they do no label you incompetent, but they are failures, they have dominated 
your thinking, ig note more, sine. i also have interviewed witnesses in dalles, what i 
learned you at least could have if you had lzaovsi what to lode for and who co ash 




please understand no personal offense is intended, but i*d like you to consider 
what prospect there is for any ld.nd of decent society, especially a representative 
society, if dishonest government is sheltered by shall i say unquestioning rather than 
dishonest press? no matter how pure you may conceive your purpose, i repeat what you 
do is all that counts, if you arc a docent man, as i do jjresume, i offer tiie prediction 
you will come to suffer deep shame from this latest blind, unquestioning acceptance of 
an obvious pi nt and then pi eying it straight when it requiredflO special knowledge to 
recognise fraud, 

i did know about this in advance and i did preserve fred* s trust and confidence 
even if he did not ask it, 

take the third graph as an example, please tell ine how any part of or any combina- 
tion of what lattimore says he saw could possibly "•eliminate any doubt completely 1 about 
the validity of the iJarren commission 1 s conclusions that lee harvey osv/ald fired all the 
shots that struck the president", they are, totally and completely, ewen if as lattimore 
represents (ana this also is false), how can they possibly show who fired anything? And 
please note that all the injuries to the governor-no t mentioned at all - must also have 
been caused by those same bullets, plus other thongs, T^iB is no bettor than propaganda, 

fred made several serious errors in ills own name, they hurt the in.~ocent and they 
rape history and they exculpate the guilty, i have to a 3 k and expect that you regard 
this as confidential end off the record, lor as i told fred, i have a completed book in 
which i liave an enormous investment and rights to safeguard, but it is 100/^ false that 
the kennodye guarded the. film "so closely that they were not allowed to be soon by 
even members and staff officials of the Warren com:;iic 3 icn, • . " in *11 elements frod was 
told a lie, he should hgV© checked it, i did make this offer, the film wan seen, more 
than once, by more than the com..! salon, ^AcL my proof is beyond any question, over and 
above this, as you should kniv and frod as a lawyer certainly do os, it was in any event 
beyond the power of the ken^adys to deny this film to the commission, which did have 
subpena powers. 

1 spar- you th© auric more there is, but ought you not be ar-king yourselves why 
the times suppressed my freedom of information suits, including for just tide evidence, 
the government going to court to deny it, and then the so-called protector og kennedy 
interest giving it to a unashamed apologist; whose only genuine expertise is in urine? 
i offered fred his earlier writing, shaving and squeezing bullets is as relevpnt as 
asking "would you rather go to cohey island or by bus", bnttimore knows nothing about the 
evidence ho must know to be able to have ANY in context opinion of what he lias just r^oen, 

Another lie of v.vdch you should be aware is tli&t only one bullet was found after 
the shooting, before the end of the day, not fewer than two were. 

If you ns individuals and the times are off on a gct-lcermedy kick, you may not 
realise how suc-eorful a start you liave made. 

meanwhile, i leave you to your col] ective consciences in the liope you will yet 
search them and find that tie suite the feme and fortune that comes from times an 30 elation 
you can somehow rise above the ro tailing in inherently incredible handouts the sburce 
of which you had to know, to take a wee bit of time out of this retailing for a return 
to the professional reporting of which you are capable, a belated remembrance of the 
Past and the norms and principles, if not the accepted standards, of our colling. 

For you as individuals i regret this very much. 


sincerely, 


harold weisberg 


